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Launch of the Inclusive Growth in Cities Campaign  

29 March 2016 | Ford Foundation, New York 
9:30 AM - 6:00 PM 

 

AGENDA 
 
The launch of the Inclusive Growth in Cities Campaign brings together mayors from around the world, 
as well as leaders from business, philanthropic organisations, associations of cities, think tanks and 
international institutions, to highlight the role of cities in addressing rising inequalities. The day will be 
divided into four sessions. Session 1 will provide the context for the day’s discussions. In Session 2, 
participants will engage in small roundtable discussions focusing on the most effective policies and 
partnerships for inclusive growth. Session 3 will officially launch the Inclusive Growth in Cities Campaign 
and present the New York Proposal for Inclusive Growth in Cities, a declaration from leaders that will help 
shape a future policy roadmap for the Campaign. In Session 4, mayors will have the opportunity to 
showcase a successful initiative that has helped foster inclusive growth in their city. The event is closed 
to the media, with the exception of Sessions 3 and 4.  
 
 
8:30-9:30      Registration and networking coffee 

 

SESSION 1  SETTING THE SCENE  
 

9:30-10:30 WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT INCLUSIVE GROWTH IN CITIES? 

  Chaired by Don Chen, Director, Equitable Development, Ford Foundation  

Cities are important generators of economic growth and opportunities for people to 
flourish. However, rising inequalities, poor quality of services, fragmented labour 
markets, and non-inclusive institutions challenge the capacity of cities to grow 
inclusively – that is, to enable the majority of urban citizens to contribute to the 
generation of prosperity and share in its benefits. The opening session will explore the 
factors and policy levers that can help build more prosperous and inclusive cities.  
 
Welcome remarks  

 Xavier de Souza Briggs, Vice President, Economic Opportunity and Markets, Ford 

Foundation  

 Gabriela Ramos, Chief of Staff and Sherpa to the G20, OECD  

Keynote address  

 Introduction by Daniel Yohannes, Ambassador of the United States to the OECD, 

Chair of the Group of Friends of Inclusive Growth  

 Nani Coloretti, Deputy Secretary of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD)  



SESSION 2 GROWING TOGETHER IN CITIES: POLICIES AND PARTNERSHIPS 

   

10:30-12:30 PARALLEL THEMATIC TABLE DISCUSSIONS  

  Chaired by David Miller, Former Mayor of Toronto  

Local authorities have control over a wide spectrum of policy instruments that together 
can help shape urban growth and foster inclusion – from social welfare to transport, 
housing, and education, among others. However, such policies can fall short of delivering 
growth and equity when they are created in silos or fail to give a voice to those most in 
need. In this session, participants will engage in small table discussions to exchange 
practical experiences for tackling inequalities in specific policy domains and discuss the 
keys to effective partnerships and successful implementation.  

TOPIC 1:  POLICIES FOR INCLUSIVE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: LABOUR 
MARKETS, EDUCATION AND SKILLS 

Chair: Josep Roig, Secretary-General, UCLG 

Rapporteur: Amy Liu, Vice President and Director, Metropolitan Policy Programs, 
Brookings Institution 

This breakout session will have full interpretation (Spanish/English/French). 

Questions to guide discussion 

 Which local policies work to foster skills of low-incomes groups and 
disadvantaged? How can cities balance the need to attract new talent and 
upgrade skills of existing residents and workers? 

 What role can city governments play to ensure that all children grow up with 
access to good quality education? And what do they need from national 
governments to achieve this? 

 How can cities support the development of decent jobs? How can city 
governments best promote more inclusive growth vis--à-vis the informal economy?   

 What barriers exist to inclusive entrepreneurship? How can they be overcome? 

TOPIC 2: POLICIES FOR INCLUSIVE HOUSING, TRANSPORT AND SUSTAINABLE 

URBAN ENVIRONMENTS 

Chair: Clarence Anthony, Executive Director and CEO, National League of Cities 

Rapporteur: José Viegas, Secretary-General, International Transport Forum (ITF) 

This breakout session will be conducted entirely in English (no translation).  
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Questions to guide discussion 

 How can urban transport and housing investment be best bundled together to 
ensure both affordability and access to opportunity? Is it possible for housing and 
transport policies to be green, efficient and inclusive at the same time? 

 What role is there for smart technologies in ensuring that urban public transport 
systems and other public services are more equitable and accessible to lower 
income groups? 

 What are the best mechanisms for reducing urban segregation? What is the right 
scale to produce effective strategies: metropolitan-wide or neighbourhood 
strategies? 

 How can policy makers avoid that urban regeneration programmes lead to 
gentrification? How can it be ensured that all local residents (including those who 
rent) can benefit from investments at the neighbourhood level? 

 When it comes to measuring the impact of inclusive housing and transport policies 
(i.e. to ensure that housing and transport costs are not disproportionally high for 
poorer groups, forcing them to live in areas with fewer job opportunities), what are 
the most appropriate indicators to measure policy effectiveness and monitor 
implementation?  

TOPIC 3: PARTNERSHIPS AND NEW SOURCES OF FINANCING FOR INCLUSIVE 
GROWTH IN CITIES: KEYS TO EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION  

Chair: Brandee McHale, President, Citi Foundation 

Rapporteur: Kathryn Wylde, President and CEO, Partnership for New York 
 
This breakout session will be conducted entirely in English (no translation). 

Questions to guide discussion 

 What have been the key “success factors” in developing effective partnerships for 
inclusive growth in cities? What challenges have you found difficult to overcome? 

 Do new types of partners need to be brought on board to deliver genuine inclusive 
growth in cities? If so, who and how? 

 Can community engagement and social innovation be scaled up from 
neighbourhood level to city/metropolitan level and still deliver a sense of 
democracy? 

 Are alternative financing mechanisms for inclusive growth realistic? How could the 
support of the private sector be further harnessed?  

 What strategies are effective for further engaging the business sector to promote 
equity?  



Reports from Breakout Rapporteurs  

Final Conclusions: Key messages for the implementation of the New York 
Proposal by David Miller, Former Mayor of Toronto 

12:30-1:30   LUNCH 
 

SESSION 3 JOINING FORCES FOR INCLUSIVE GROWTH IN CITIES  

                                

1:30-4:00 LAUNCH OF THE INCLUSIVE GROWTH IN CITIES CAMPAIGN   

OPEN TO THE PRESS/WEBCAST 

This session will launch the Inclusive Growth in Cities Campaign and present the New 
York Proposal for Inclusive Growth in Cities. The New York Proposal is a first step toward 
a global policy roadmap for tackling inequalities and fostering inclusive growth in cities.  

 Video: vignettes from around the world of Inclusive Growth in Cities  

 Introduction by Darren Walker, President, Ford Foundation   

 Presentation of the New York Proposal for Inclusive Growth by Angel Gurría, 

Secretary-General, OECD  

 Keynote speech by Bill de Blasio, Mayor of New York  

  DISCUSSION ON THE NEW YORK PROPOSAL FOR INCLUSIVE GROWTH IN CITIES 

Chaired by Darren Walker, President, Ford Foundation 

In this interactive moderated conversation led by Ford Foundation President Darren 
Walker, Champion Mayors will focus on the ways in which the New York Proposal for 
Inclusive Growth in Cities can be brought to life in cities around the world. Participants 
will be invited to share concrete suggestions for implementing the New York Proposal 
and help chart the road ahead for Champion Mayors. 

Questions to guide discussion 

 Are the essential components of a policy agenda for inclusive growth in cities sufficiently 
covered in the New York Proposal? 

 How do Champion Mayors want to move forward the New York Proposal? What specific 
actions they will do in their cities? Which particular areas should be addressed through 
the global platform? 

 What are your most effective tools in your policy toolbox as Mayors to help advance 
more inclusive cities? How can the Inclusive Growth in Cities Campaign Platform help 
your efforts in the future? 

Wrap up and Next steps for the Inclusive Growth in Cities Campaign by Angel Gurría, 
Secretary-General, OECD 
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SESSION 4  GETTING TO INCLUSIVE GROWTH IN CITIES: HIGH-LEVEL PANEL 

  

4:00-5:00 SPOTLIGHT ON SUCCESS   

OPEN TO THE PRESS/WEBCAST 

Chaired by Angel Gurría, Secretary-General, OECD 

Rising inequality affects cities’ capacity to deliver public services effectively, yet some 
leaders are making significant headway. In this interactive conversation led by OECD 
Secretary-General Angel Gurría, select mayors will have the opportunity to share a 
successful initiative to tackle one of the many dimensions of inequality in their city.  

Questions to guide discussion 

 What policy challenge(s) were you aiming to address with this initiative? What were 
the critical “success factors” in making it happen? 

 What did you try that did not work? Why not? 

 What advice would you give other Mayors who are facing similar challenges? Any 
pitfalls to avoid? 

 

5:00-6:00           COCKTAIL RECEPTION

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

  
 

 


